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too the glory of the arcavatara of Siva is mainly
described. The Tamil hymns are designed to
inspire feelings of veneration and love towards
God besides presenting valuable truths. The devo
tional songs of Tayumanavar and Pattinattar
addressed to &va are as popular amongst the
6aivites as the psalms of the Nayanmars.

^aivism is embodied in the philosophic system
known as 6aiva Siddhanta and Saiva Siddhanta
is therefore called the philosophy of ^aivism and
it is traced to the Upamsads like Vaisnava
Siddhanta. It is chiefly contained in ^wajnana-
bodham by Maikandan ^ivajnanasiddhiyar.

There is a large body of similar religious
hymns in the Sanskrit language also.  These
constitute the stotra literature. They are small
hymns consisting of from one to 100 stanzas in
praise of a deity, describing the devotee's absolute
surrender to God, admitting his sinful nature and
his utter helplessness to attain nwkti unless the
Deity out of His natural and immense mercy
pities his condition and redeems him from his
career of sins. They reveal the bhakti or devotion
of the devotee and his earnest desire for union
with God. The number of these devotional
hymns is very large and only a few important
and early ones can be<ipezitioned here to serve
as examples. The stotras by ^ankaracarya are